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UNITED NATIONS S NATIONS UNIES
THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

MESSAGE FOR THE FOURTH WORLD SHIOLOGY FORUM

Haikou City, 10 October 2023

I am pleased to send my greetings to the Fourth World “Shiology” Forum.
We are facing a global food crisis.

Around the world, 780 million people are going hungry and more than three billion
cannot afford healthy diets. Meanwhile, one-third of all food produced is lost or wasted.

Unsustainable food production, packaging and transportation are feeding the climate
crisis — generating colossal greenhouse gas emissions, using over two-thirds of the world’s
freshwater, and accelerating biodiversity loss.

We must urgently transform food systems to make them more sustainable, equitable and
resilient. Governments and businesses must work together to scale up climate-friendly
investments. We must also support the women and men who bring food systems to life. And we
must leverage science and technology to improve access to healthy foods while reducing the use
of water and the carbon footprint.

Together, we can address the root causes of the food crisis, build systems that put people
over profit, and end hunger once and for all.
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UNITED NATIONS @ NATIONS UNIES
THE SECRETARY-GENERAL
MESSAGE FOR THE FIFTH -\-’VORLD SHIOLOGY FORUM
Haikou, 29 October 2025
I am pleased to send my warm greetings to the Fifth World Shiology Forum.
Global hunger is at last declining, after being driven up by a global pandemic,
raging conflicts and faultering economies. This is a welcome sign of progress. Yet

an estimated 673 million people still go to bed hungry each night.

In many regions, food prices are continuing to climb, and famine has taken hold in
Gaza and Sudan.

In our quest for zero hunger, we must invest in agriculture that nourishes people
without destroying the planet. That means farming in ways that safeguard water
and biodiversity, reduce deforestation and pollution, and help us to mitigate the
climate crisis.

With less than five years to achieve the 2030 Agenda, we must act together to
create food systems that sustain both people and planet.

The holistic principles of Shiology can help light the way. By recognizing our
interconnectedness, we can build resilience across communities, ecosystems, and

economies.

Let us seize this moment to confront the root causes of hunger — and ensure
healthy, affordable, sustainable food for all.
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